
 
 

CODE OF CONDUCT  
 
 
All attendees, sponsors, partners, volunteers and staff at the Palm Beach Tech Hackathon are required to 
agree with the following Code of Conduct. Organizers will enforce this code throughout the event and we 
expect cooperation from all participants to ensure a safe environment for everybody. 

The Quick Version 

The Palm Beach Tech Hackathon is dedicated to providing a harassment-free experience for everyone, 
regardless of gender, gender identity and expression, age, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance, 
race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, previous hackathon attendance or computing experience (or lack of any of 
the aforementioned). We do not tolerate harassment of hackathon participants in any form. Sexual language 
and imagery is not appropriate at any hackathon venue, including hacks, talks, workshops, parties, social 
media and other online media. Do not disrupt the virtual meeting (e.g., “zoom-bombing”) or engage in harm or 
threats of harm of any kind. Do not create/contribute to a safety threat or unsafe or exclusionary 
situation.Hackathon participants violating these rules may be sanctioned or expelled from the hackathon 
without a refund (if applicable) at the discretion of the hackathon organizers. 

The Less Quick Version 
Harassment includes offensive verbal comments related to gender, gender identity and expression, age, 
sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance, race, ethnicity, nationality, or religion, sexual images in 
public spaces, deliberate intimidation, stalking, following, photography or audio/video recording against 
reasonable consent, sustained disruption of talks or other events, inappropriate physical contact, and 
unwelcome sexual attention. 
 
Photography is encouraged, but other participants must be given a reasonable chance to opt out from being 
photographed. If they object to the taking of their photograph, comply with their request. It is inappropriate to 
take photographs in contexts where people have a reasonable expectation of privacy. 
 
Do not make audio or visual recordings of the Virtual Meeting in any medium—and do not distribute audio or 
visual recordings of the Virtual Meeting (via social media or any other means).  Only Palm Beach Tech or its 
representatives may do so, after warning participants to give them an opportunity to opt out. 

Do not take or distribute pictures of or copy research posters/presentation materials unless explicit permission 
is granted. 
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Participants asked to stop any harassing behavior are expected to comply immediately. 
 
As this is a hackathon, we like to explicitly note that the hacks created at our hackathon are equally subject to 
the anti-harassment policy. 
 
Sponsors and partners are also subject to the anti-harassment policy. In particular, sponsors should not use 
sexualised images, activities, or other material. Sponsor representatives (including volunteers) should not use 
sexualised clothing/uniforms/costumes, or otherwise create a sexualised environment. 
 

During this virtual event or any of its related events no participant should engage in harassment in any form. 

Do not disrupt the virtual meeting (e.g., “zoom-bombing”) or engage in harm or threats of harm of any kind. Do 
not create/contribute to a safety threat or unsafe or exclusionary situation. 

 
If you are being harassed, notice that someone else is being harassed, or have any other concerns, please 
contact a member of hackathon staff immediately. 
 
Be mindful of your surroundings and of your fellow participants. Alert staff if you notice a dangerous situation, 
someone in distress, or violations of this Code of Conduct, even if they seem inconsequential. 

 
If a participant engages in harassing behavior, the hackathon organisers may take any action they deem 
appropriate. This includes warning the offender, expulsion from the hackathon with no refund (if applicable), or 
reporting their behaviour to local law enforcement. 
 
 
Palm Beach Tech Hackathon staff will be happy to help participants contact any local security or local law 
enforcement, provide escorts, or otherwise assist those experiencing harassment to feel safe for the duration 
of the hackathon. We value your attendance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Information: 

 
Joseph R. Russo 
President & CEO, Palm Beach Tech Association 
Joe@PalmBeachTech.org | @JosephRRusso | 561-512-7306 
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